Syllabus for Astronomy 101
Sections 502 and 504
Beginning Astronomy

Fall 2009

Instructor: Dr. Kevin Krisciunas
Office: 437T Engineering Physics building
Phone: 979-845-7018
email: krisciunas@physics.tamu.edu
website: http://faculty.physics.tamu.edu/krisciunas/
Office hours: MW, 3-4 PM, and by appointment

Text: The Essential Cosmic Perspective, bth edition, by Bennett, Donahue, Schneider,
and Voit

Contributions to your grade:
Quizzes, homework, and clicker participation: 25%
Hour exams: 20% each x 2 = 40%
Final exam: 35%

Notable dates:
Monday, August 31, first day of class
Wednesday, October 7, 1st exam
Friday, November 6, last day for Q-drop
Friday, November 20, 2nd exam
Thursday /Friday, November 26/27, Thanksgiving
Monday, December 7, last day of class



The class website at Texas A&M is:
http://faculty.physics.tamu.edu/krisciunas/astro101.html
Online homework is done via:
www.masteringastronomy.com

Section 502 has course ID = MAKRISCIUNAS101502

Section 504 has course ID = MAKRISCIUNAS101504

When you have an access code from the packaging of your textbook, you will use that to
obtain a username and password for Mastering Astronomy. The course ID comes from the
first two initials for Mastering Astronomy, plus the instructor’s last name, plus a 6 digit
integer. Do not forget to write down your username and password!

We will be using iclickers in this course. You can get a 10 dollar rebate coupon when you buy
your textbook and an iclicker. You can register your iclicker by visiting www.iclicker.com
on the web.

Section 502 meets from 10:20 TO 11:10 MWF. Final exam: Tuesday, December 15, 8 AM
to 10 AM.

Section 504 meets from 12:40 to 1:30 MWF. Final exam: Monday, December 14, 10:30 AM
to 12:30 PM.

ADA statement: The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a federal anti-discrimination
statute that provides comprehensive civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among
other things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be guaranteed a learn-
ing environment that provides for reasonable accomodation of their disabilities. If you believe

you have a disability requiring an accomodation, please contact the Department of Student
Life, Services for Students with Disabilities, in Room B118 of Cain Hall or call 845-1637.

Aggie Honor Code: “An Aggie does not lie, cheat, or steal or tolerate those who do.”
Academic and personal integrity are very important. For more information go to:
http://www.tamu.edu/aggiehonor



