
Syllabus for Physics 306 

Beginning Astronomy 

Spring 2007 
 
Instructor: Dr. Nicholas B. Suntzeff 

Mitchell/Munnerlyn/Heep Professor of Observational 
Astronomy, Department of Physics 

Office: 502 Engineering/Physics Building (ENPH 502) 
Phone: 979-458-1786 
Email: suntzeff@physics.tamu.edu 
Website: http://faculty.physics.tamu.edu/suntzeff 
Office hours: TR 1-3pm and by appointment 
 
Text:  Foundations of Astronomy, 9th edition by Michael Seeds 
   We will cover chapters 1-18 and 26 excluding chapter 17 
 
Contributions to your grade: 
(26 April 2007 – since I did not assign enough homework (my bad) 
I will reduce the homework to 5% of grade and add 2% to each of 
the other assignments and tests) 
 Homework:  15%   new  5% 
 Quizzes:  15%     17% 
 Essay:  10%     12% 
 Hour exams:  20% each x 2 = 40%  22% each x 2 = 44% 
 Final exam : 20%     22% 
 
Notable dates: (note the corrections for the chapters) 
 Tuesday, 16 Jan: beginning of class (well, close) 
 Tuesday, 27 Feb: first hour exam (chapters 1-8) 
 12-6 March: Spring break (yeah!) 
 Thursday, 5 April: second hour exam (chapters 9-13) 



 Tuesday, 26 April: last day of class (yeah!) 
 Friday, 4 May: Final exam, 3-5pm (chapters 14-16, 18, 26) 
 
 
ADA statement:  The Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) is a 
federal anti-discrimination statute that provides comprehensive 
civil rights protection for persons with disabilities. Among other 
things, this legislation requires that all students with disabilities be 
guaranteed a learning environment that provides for reasonable 
accommodation of their disabilities. If you believe you have a 
disability requiring an accommodation, please contact the 
Department of Student Life, Services for Students with Disabilities, 
in Room 126 of the Koldus Building or call 845-1637. 
 
Aggie Honor Code: “An Aggie does not lie, cheat, or steal or 
tolerate those who do.” 
 
http://www.tamu.edu/aggiehonor 
 
 
 


